research for

Findings:
“10/90 Gap”

Recommendations:

1. ENHR
2. Increased Global Funding
3. Research Partnerships

4. Global Platform

Research
Fairness
Initiative

ealth, equity & development

HEALTH
RESEARCH

ESSENTIAL

LINK TO

FQUITY IN
DEVELOPMENT

AFRICA

COLLABORATIONS

DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS

How high-quality research collaborations are helping countries improve their
nascent science infrastructure indifferent ways.

he overwhelming majority of papers
Tin the Nature Index are authored by

researchers at institutions in North
America, Europe and East Asia. Research-
ers from countries in Africa and Central and
South America contributed to 5% of the papers
in 2014, yet were responsible for less than 2%
of the fractional count (FC).

The difference between these figures shows
that these regions are highly collaborative.
Their researchers most often contribute to
papers with international teams and tend to
have only one or two representatives from
their country in each paper, giving them a low
FC. The origins of these collaborations and the
relative contribution of the authors varies, yet
it is undoubtedly beneficial to the institution
or country to have taken part in a high-quality
research paper.

the University of East Anglia, University of
Oxford, the UK Meteorological Office, the
Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological
Institute, and California’s Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory. The African partners
bring expertise and southern hemisphere per-
spectives on social and environmental issues,
and provide opportunities for comparative
case studies across the continent, Visser says.
The European and US partners bring state-
of-the art climate computing resources and
expertise, plus a desire to help solve pressing
developmental problems.

Visser. However, he adds, collaboration between
African universities can only increase if the gov-
ernments put more money into research. “That
is one of the most important things that Africa
has to take on board.”

Collaboration among neighbouring African
countries is more common in North Africa,
where shared language and culture create strong
ties. In the index, Arabic-speaking countries,
including Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya
and Egypt, have stronger links to each other
than they do with South Africa (see ‘African
network’). The data also reveal a trend towards
more collaborations between France and coun-
tries that are her former colonies, particularly
with France’s leading institution, the National
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS).

Nevertheless, the significance of this histori-
cal link is fading, says Hasnaa Chennaoui, an

Earth scientist from Morocco's Hassan II Uni-

versity in Casahl “T} }
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Moving to research partnerships in developing countries | OPINION Nature 2014
Anthony Costello, Alimuddin Zumla

Partnering with local scientists should be mandatory

‘What should be thg
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:jg;zfngfzﬁfif i::z Lancet 2008 The problem of inequity in international research is perpetuated by policies that enable scientists to conduct research in lower-
that the research m resourced areas of the world without partnering with local researchers. The World Health Organization (WHO) needs to lead
agencies remains in solving this problem by working with research institutions, journal editors and funding agencies to document the degree of
domination in settiy inequity and to impose penalties for failures to collaborate.
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Open letter to international funders of science
and development in Africa

Research To the Editor—Recently there was an call to ‘decolonize global health; a more national malaria-control programs, to
@ Fairness announcement' of a US$30 million grant overt stance against what public-health augment national priority research efforts.
Initiative awarded to the nonprofit health organization  practitioners in both high-income countries ~ Such efforts have the best chance of success
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Institutional Reporting —is at the core

Fairness of Opportunity - “Before Research”
Fair Process — “During Research”
Fair Sharing of Benefits, Costs and Outcomes — “After Research”

1) What is being done now ?
2) Share Policies, Practices, Examples
3) Decide on improvements over next 2 years
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The OSH Initiative aims to make
operational such an integrated,
\ equitable and global health
approach. It shall

facilitate collaborative work
essential to identify worldwide

\\_priorities and operational actions -
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This is most developed ...

e Paris Agreement

e EU focus, World Health
Summit

e SDGs 2030

e Sectors defined — health,
environment, climate

& many more metrics ...

This is least developed ...

e ‘Collaborative’, ‘Equity’
* no system, no metrics ?

° .. @

Research
Fairness
Initiative




